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back. As a " set-off " to tins, by April 8th, the 12th Indian
Division was commencing to concentrate at Basra
On the 12th April., the expected offensive from Nasiriyeh
began with the advance of the Turko-Arab Army to attack the
British position at Shaiba, which was held by only two
brigades of infantry, one brigade of cavalry and the Divisional
troops of the 6th Indian Division. The action was fought
in circumstances of considerable difficulty. The defenders
were outnumbered, and the floods which covered the desert
to a depth of two or three feet made the movements of troops,
the supply of food and ammunition, and the evacuation of
casualties very difficult; indeed for these purposes flotillas of
small native craft had to be improvised and were poled, or
pushed by men wading almost waist-deep over the flooded
desert.
The fighting on April 12th and 13th was heavy and almost
continuous; but by the 14th the impetus of the attack had
waned, and, despite their exhaustion, the defenders were
•just able to take the counter-offensive and to attack the enemy
at Barjisiyeh. The result was a decisive victory for General
Barrett. Fighting had lasted for three consecutive days
(during which our Infantry had lost over twenty per cent, of
their strength), the heat was unusually great for the time
of year, the mirage was extremely bad, ammunition was
used up, and the troops were exhausted; consequently no
effective pursuit could be organised. However, the Arab
Irregulars turned on their defeated Allies and, harassing their
retreat, completed the exploitation of a somewhat narrowly-
gained victory. While the British casualties were thirteen
hundred, it was estimated that the enemy's amounted to about
six thousand. The Turks fled north-west towards Nasiriyeh
in great confusion, with scarcely a halt till they were ninety
miles from Shaiba; Sulaiman Askeri, their Commander,
having denounced the faithlessness of the Arabs, committed
suicide. The victory was complete. Politically, its result
was to heighten British prestige, and to restore the confidence
of our Arab Allies; strategically, its results were that the
delta of the Shatt-al-Arab was cleared of the enemy, Basra
was secured against attack by way of the desert route, and
initiative was regained by the commander of Force "D"—
Lieutenant-General Sir John Nixon.
On the 8th April, General Nixon had arrived from India
to' take over from General Barrett the command of the Expedi-
tion, which, after the arrival of the 12th Indian Division, was
re-organised as the II Indian Army Corps. Before taking

